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Avril : an industrial and financial actor at the service of the oils and proteins sectors
A collective approach
Set up in 1983 at the initiative of French farmers to
assure sustainable outlets for the oils and proteins
sectors.

A shared creation of value
An original model based on an organization structured
along sectoral lines, from grain to finished products, in
which each activity creates value for all links in the chain.

Perpetuating one of Avril’s
founding principles:
The systematic reinvestment
of the Group’s profits
to the benefit of
agricultural and agroindustrial sectors

A sustainable vocation
A sustainable development approach which is central to
the Group’s mission, constitutes one of the pillars of its
valorization strategy and best expresses its strong
agricultural and territorial roots.
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A group with strong brands
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Avril Group’s mission

Creating sustainable value
in the oils and proteins sectors,
thus contributing to better food for humans
and preservation of the planet.
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Original governance, flexible organization
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Avril’s challenges – Respond to major issues of the 21st century

Protein
Meeting protein requirements
– in France, Europe and
throughout the world

Protein requirements : + 40%
between now and 2030
 Avril’s strategy is to increase
its production of protein-rich
oilseed meals for use as
livestock feeds, and to develop
new processes and products for
vegetable proteins that can be
used for human foods.

Climate
Solving the food-climate
equation – Feed the planet
while reducing the impacts of
climate change
Africa is emblematic of this
problem, combining important
demographic growth with intense
exposure to climate

 Response to this challenge :
structuring of strong sectors,
from agriculture upstream to
industry downstream

Societal issues
Commitment to respond to
demands from society
New expectations affecting the
eating habits of our societies :
Producing better with less,
consuming responsible and local
products, animal welfare

 Avril model can play a
structuring role in the response
to these expectations
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Avril Group’s Sustainable Development Strategy
•

Gradual formalization of the SD strategy since 2010
(creation of the SD department)

•

Voluntary publication of an annual SD report since 2011

•

SD Commitments defined in 2012

•

•

Integrated to the global Group’s strategy: CAP 2018 then Avril 2020

•

Since 2013, reports structured per commitment

•

Commitments integrated to “Nourrir la Vie”

5 commitments, 13 measurable targets
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Avril Group’s Sustainable Development Strategy
Avril’s 5 commitments
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Avril Group’s Sustainable Development Strategy – Targets overview
13 objectives

Results for 2016

 Valorize 60% of French oil seed production in Avril’s industrial facilities, 23% of Romanian production in
industrial facilities in Romania, 27% of Senegalese production
 Supply animal nutrition facilities of the Group with 80% raw materials of French origin

*

*of the oilseeds industrially valorized in Senegal are processed in the Senegalese facilities of the Group (i.e. 4% of Senegalese production)

 Meet the annual nutritional needs in oil of 100 millions people
 Meet the annual nutritional needs in proteins of 30 millions people
Million people in 2016

 Contribute to reducing by 10% of GHG emissions from rapeseed hectares in the "Démarche de Progrès"
(Progress Initiative)
 Reduce by 10% the energy consumption of the Group
 Reach 33% for the ratio “energy consumption from renewable sources to total energy consumption”
 Valorize more than 2 million tonnes of certified sustainable vegetable oils

Reduction of GHG emissions by DDP
farms btw 2012 and 2015

renewables in 2016

Mt of certified oils in 2016

energy consumption since 2012

 Reduce work accidents within the Group by 80%
 Employ more than 6% disabled staff on each site
 Double the number of apprentices and work-study students in the Group’s companies

 Invest €430 million, between 2012 and 2020, in companies of the oils and proteins sectors, via Sofiprotéol
 Co-invest €40 million, between 2012 and 2020, in venture capital projects in agriculture and agro-industry

accidents over the
past 4 years

invested since 2012

of French subsidiaries
over the 6% threshold

apprentices or workstudy students in 2016
(130 in 2012)

invested since 2012 in “CapAgro Innovation” fund
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Avril Group’s Sustainable Development Strategy – Link with bioeconomy
Avril’s 5 commitments

Source : Synthèse de la stratégie bioéconomie pour la France
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1. Developing national sectors – Key figures in oilseeds processing

59% of French oil seed
production valorized in
Avril’s industrial facilities

Placing value on the French or local
origin of products


Acknowledgment of products and
plants with a specifc sectorial brand
“Terres OléoPro” (Fleur de colza,
Mériot unit), notably including a
“French origin” criterion
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1. Developing national sectors – The benefits of Diester®
Environment


Renewable and locally-sourced raw material



Emits 60% less CO2 than usual diesel



Prevents the CO2 emissions of the equivalent
of a million vehicles

Economy


100% produced in France, contributing
nationally to 20 000 jobs non-relocatable



Sector makes a contribution worth €1.9
billion to French GDP.

Food & Feed


Contribution to independence of our
agriculture and sovereignty with respect to
feeds for French livestock



Rapeseed meals are a local and non-GMO
source of vegetable protein for French
livestock farms (enables savings worth €500
million in imported vegetable proteins and
covers 55% of French needs for these
proteins.
13

2. Better food for humans – Meeting protein requirements: a global challenge

 The global population will reach
more than 8.4 billion people by
2030
 Under the dual effects of
demographic growth and rising
living standards, the global
demand for animal proteins will
have increased by 33% between
2010 and 2030, and by 43% with
respect to vegetable proteins
 The global demand for oilseed
meals will have increased by 53%
between 2010 and 2030

 After 2020, the global meat
consumption (+30%) will be limited
by the availability of oilseed meals
to feed livestock.
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2. Better food for humans – Avril’s key figures

1.2 MT
Edible oil in 2016

2.6 MT
Feeds produced in 2016

115 kT
Pigs slaughtered

3.2 billion
eggs produced
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3. Preserving the planet – Efforts on all fronts, a commitment of all our sectors
Continuous optimization of the energy performance of industrial sites


19% improvement in the Group’s energy performance since 2012



In 2016, Avril increased to 32% the share of renewable energy used for its
operations.

Supporting the upstream environmental impact


Life Cycle Assessments



Démarche de Progrès: improvement of the environmental footprint of the
rapeseed and Diester® production



Responsible Purchasing Charter



Sustainable palm oil policy: Towards Zero Deforestation palm oil



Support given to livestock producers to improve their environmental impact at
all levels (nutrition, units…)



Contribution to the Adaptation of African Agriculture initiative

> 10% energy
consumption
since 2012

-7.4% GHG
emitted by the
DDP areas
since 2012
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3. Preserving the planet – Focus on renewable chemistry

European leader in oleochemistry
 sells biosourced molecules to sectors such as
agriculture, cosmetics and oil drilling.
 90% of its raw materials (rapeseed, sunflower,
animal fats, palm oil, etc.) come from renewable
sources.
 532 kT of oleochemical products produced in 2016

Evertree, a new market for rapeseed protein
 Using rapeseed meal as its starting material,
Evertree aims to target all markets involving the
application of Proteochem®
 Proteochem® can procure both health and
environmental benefits for consumers.
 First line of products dedicated to wood
composite panel production: additive for resin
derived from rapeseed meal that will enable a
reduction in the use of formaldehyde
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3. Preserving the planet – Renewable energy in industry operations
Biomass boilers


Grand Couronne (France): woodchips



Bassens, Lezoux, Sète (France), Slobodzia (Romania):
sunflower husks



Aïn Harrouda (Morocco): olive pomace

 Provide for 60 to 100% of the sites’ thermic energy needs
 Mainly thanks to the boilers, 32% of the Group‘s energy
consumption is renewable.

 The ashes resulting from the boiler of Lezoux, Bassens and Sète are
subsequently processed by Terrial within fertilizers
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3. Preserving the planet – A circular (bio)economy model
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4. Working together
Safety at work: the absolute priority
•

Site Safety Visits, risk alerts, SOLO method (Safety through Logical
and Operational Observation), etc.

•

62% reduction in the accident frequency rate, with and without lost
time) since 2012

Placing value on skills in the agriculture and agri-food sectors
•

Support to the development of young people:
•

Sanders Sale School for livestock management;

•

Collaborative project on a job platform to enable the reduction in the
number of vacancies in these sectors (e.g 1st agri/agro jodating during the
SIA);

•

With the C.Genial Fondation, opportunity offered to teachers to visit the
Group’s units, thereby promoting our sectors
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5. Sustainable investments in the oils and proteins sectors
Sofiprotéol – The finance and development arm of the Avril
group


Financial backing – and also expertise- to the agriculture
and agri-food sectors



Support of structuring projects (loans and minority stakeholdings)



More than 100 supported companies



M€54 invested in 2016

Highlights
 Fostering of a 100% French soybean sector by supporting seed
firms, federating all actors in the chain, contributing to the creation of
a processing unit in 2016
 Contribution to the CapAgro Innovation fund, which aims at
supporting start-ups of the agriculture and agri-food sectors

>100 companies
currently supported

114 000 ha
of soybean grown in France
in 2016

M€35 invested by the
CapAgro Innovation fund
since 2012
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What are the priority research needs for the next 10 years?
fundamental role that will be played by vegetable proteins in meeting the
growing global demand for proteins
 R&D in exploiting the protein fraction of oilseed grain

Which tools for research and development are lacking today?
funds specialized in innovation in the agricultural and agri-food sectors.
 Strong demand from companies as exemplified by the success of the
CapAgro Innovation fund

Which types of partnerships are necessary for the development
of bioeconomy? Which new stakeholders ?
Further develop, public-private / multi-stakeholders partnerships
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